DECEMBER 2017

Newsletter

Panto Season
– At Stockport Plaza

A Christmas Carol
– A Trip to the Theatre

Children In Need
– Cakes and Kindness

Part of the Acorn Group

NEWS
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Panto Season
Our primary classes were thoroughly
entertained at this year’s panto at the
Plaza in Stockport. We all enjoyed the
production of Aladdin. We were joined
by lots of other schools at the theatre
and our very own Oliver from Primary
One was invited to go onto the stage
with the one and only Wishy Washy from
the production! Oliver entertained the
whole theatre with an impromptu dance
and got a huge cheer from everyone!

ODD SOCKS!
As part of Anti-Bullying week, we took part in National
‘ODD SOCK’ Day to help us understand that being
different is OK. Our children and staff got into the
spirit of the day and came into school in some cool
and colourful socks.

Our winner of the oddest socks was Ryan
from year 7 who had 10 socks sewed onto
his other socks! Wow! Well done Ryan.
During Anti-bullying week we also performed role
plays on what to do if you are being bullied or you are
a witness to bullying. We talked about the effects of
bullying and the reasons why people might bully.
There were some very brave pupils in primary who
talked about their experiences from previous schools
when all three classes came together for circle time
with our visitor.
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IT’s Been
Buzzing Lately!
ICT lessons in Primary One
have been BUZZING recently!!
We have been using the Beebot robots to help
us with programming. The children had to
create an algorithm that was pressed onto the
robots buttons and watch to see if the beebot
goes the correct way. We had to go back and
debug our algorithms but we learnt a lot
about programming these few lessons.

Our First
Christmas Tree!
A big thank you to Shae for helping us with Primary’s
FIRST EVER Christmas tree in our new building.
He has done a fabulous job.

Song of Praise
Finley Warburton from Primary One has
used his imagination and made up his own
beautiful song for Christmas.
“We three Kings from Bethlehem
Come seeking gifts for the sweet little baby
Taking commands from the angel above
Follow the grand star to the new king”
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KS3 Science
Physics of Sound
We have started looking at the physics of sound.
Our introduction to the unit started with a guessing
game of different unusual sounds and different types
of musical instruments which produce sound. This set
the scene for how sound travels, sound waves and the
very detailed labelling of sound waves produced on
the oscilloscope.
The students had to listen carefully to a variety of
sounds and match this up to the oscilloscope readings.
We then looked at the anatomy and physiology of the
ear, how sound travels into the ear and what the
causes lack of hearing. The students were amazed at
the different hearing ranges and frequencies of different
animals. Finally, we finished on a role play exercise by
diagnosing a patient with hearing difficulties with
information provided.

Our Solar System
We have started a new topic entitled
“Journey round Our Solar System”.
The class researched evidence to
suggest the Earth, Moon and Sun are
more or less spherical. We applied
maths to discover how many times
bigger the sun to earth is, how big is the
Moon compared to the earth and how
far is the Moon from the Earth. We then
studied the phases of the Moon with
the aid of interactive activities from the
N.A.S.A. website.
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KS4 Science
The year elevens have been studying different types of radiation and
their application; for example smoke detectors, tracers for medical
imaging, killing cancer cells and sterilising medical equipment.
This topic ended with an investigation activity: which material will keep
my cup of tea hot the longest? Using a selection of material coverings,
a cup of hot chocolate or tea find out which one keeps it hot the longest.

Design Technology
It been an exciting time in Technology as we have recently
purchased additional equipment in order to ensure that we are
offering pupils current opportunities. Year 7 have now designed and
started to create bridges that meet the requirements of a very
specific brief. Watch this space for photographs when we test if their
bridges are strong enough to beat rigorous strength testing!
Year 8 and 9 have continued to develop their skills, knowledge and
understanding of E-Textiles and are currently developing their
designs for a bag that they will create that incorporates a simple
circuit that enables students incorporate LED’s into their designs.
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Mathematics
We have an exciting year ahead of us in the Maths department at Reddish Hall School with our first
set of students sitting their exams at the end of the beginning of the Summer Term.
For this reason, Year 10s and 11s will be encouraged to complete homework as from January 2018.
They will be able to earn extra rewards for the completion of two pages. Not to forget, it will really
help the pupils prepare for the summer exams.

Winter Puzzle:
Find The Path
Start at the bottom left square and move up, down, left and right
until you reach the finish.
Add the numbers as you go.

Can you make exactly 53?
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Computer Science
Another busy term in Computer Science lessons. Year 7 have been learning about the importance
of E-safety. So far they have been researching and developing ideas for a T-shirt design that aims
to raise awareness of the importance of E-safety to a target audience of 11 – 17 year olds.
Year 8 and 9 have been learning about website development and have analysed existing websites
in order to increase their understanding of components of websites and how sites are design to
appeal to specific target audiences. Year 10 and 11 have continued to focus on developing their
business skills and have developed their skills, knowledge and understanding of using Microsoft
Excel to produce effective spreadsheets.

Year 7 E-Safety samples of work
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Humanities (History)
Students have completed the first bespoke curriculum of its kind
focusing on the events that changed our modern History. With
pupils having a variety of pre-existing knowledge around some of
modern History’s most iconic events, the curriculum aimed to build
a modern History timeline from the creation of WW1 from the
Assassination of the Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand right through to
the disciplinary hearing at Harvard University for Mark Zuckerberg and
the subsequent creation of Facebook. Over areas of the curriculum to
highlight are the connections between the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb and
the fall out of the cold war involving John F Kennedy before his death.
Students have demonstrated consistently both from verbal and
written analysis an understanding of how a timeline of events can
shape our modern History. This critical analysis of actions and
consequences has allowed the students to suggest alternative
History and what the future may hold which highlights a higher
degree of ability within Humanities.
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English
In English this term, KS3 have been studying Charles Dickens’ classic
novella ‘A Christmas Carol’. The text is on the GCSE English
Literature curriculum and is a great chance for the students to read
and enjoy a 19th Century work of fiction.
We began the Scheme of Work by exploring the history of Victorian
England and we questioned what it would be like to be a child living
in Dickensian London. We looked at the Dickens’ own life as a poor
boy who had to leave school because his father was sent to jail for
being in debt and get a job himself. We then talked about the we
workhouses (prison-like places where they used to send poor
people to live and work) and saw some clips from the classic musical
‘Oliver!’ based on the book, ‘Oliver Twist’, also by Charles Dickens.
Next, we explored the idea of Christmas and the Christmas spirit
and we asked just how much our society’s attitude to Christmas has
been shaped by the book we are studying. The Guardian newspaper
says: “People say Dickens invented Christmas: he didn’t – though he
aided its revival.”
We then began looking at the main
characters and plot of the story and
focused on how Scrooge is described,
discussing the effectives Dickens language
choices to help the reader to imagine his
character. We will be comparing this
description to how Scrooge is presented
at the end in order to question how
much he changes during the story. We
will also be watching a film version of
the book to enjoy the story visually.
Some of us were even lucky enough
to be able to go to the Bolton
Octagon Theatre to see a live version
of the play! Read more about this on
the next page...
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A Christmas Carol Theatre Trip
By Sam Firth, Year 10
This term, Pupils in KS3 and 4 went on a trip to see A Christmas Carol at The Bolton Octagon
Theatre. We are studying The Charles Dickens Novella in English.
The Story is a ghost story which tells the tale of a man, Ebenezer Scrooge, who doesn’t like
Christmas. “Bah! Humbug!” Scrooge lives in London in Victorian England, he has a business with
his late friend Jacob Marley. They both prefer money over everything else and won`t even give a
single penny to charity. When Marley died, Scrooge was the only man at his funeral and was the
only person to get anything in Marley`s will. Marley in his death is destined to wear heavy chains
because of his sins in his lifetime and he wants to stop this happening to Scrooge.
On Christmas Eve, Marley’s ghost visits Scrooge and warns him that 3 more ghosts will visit to
help Scrooge change his mean ways; the three ghosts are called The Ghost of Christmas Past,
The Ghost of Christmas Present and The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. The three ghosts
come to show Scrooge how Christmas has changed for him, they show him how he used to have
love in his life and how he changed from a nice, caring young man to a horrible, grumpy, mean,
old man.
We have enjoyed reading the Dickens book, so now it was time to go and watch it at the theatre.
Let’s go!!
The Theatre was a round layout with the audience circled around the small stage. The set was
made up of a small island in the middle which was able to elevate and descend and could become
a bed, table, office, dance floor and much more. There was also dry ice smoke which helped create
a gloomy atmosphere and set the scene for a spooky Victorian ghost story. This great stage also
had hidden compartments for props and provided a hiding area for the cast…
So on that note…
I would like to add that the actors/actresses were terrific; they all had to play multiple parts, some
were even playing one role one minute and had literally less than a minute to change costumes
and come back on to play another part. All the actors/actresses deserve awards for their
performance. I would also like to mention the child actors, there were quite a lot, who did a good
job, especially the young girl who was the silent Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, her youth
added a strange combination of innocence and darkness to the character.
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Overall, my favourite bit was Scrooges performance because the actor added a comedy side to
the character even though Scrooge is a miserable old man as I mentioned before. I also really like
the costumes but they could improve by Marley’s ghost by adding more chains to weigh him
down as it is in the book.
I would give it 4.3/5.0 stars so I recommend to take your children and other family members.

Here are our Year 7’s reviews:
Jack Mullen “Last week, we went to the theatre with a stage the size of my living room, not a
theatrical play. I would improve it by get
Kelsey Lockwood said: “The best bit was the kids in it. I would give it 10 stars!”
Jack Harper said: “The best bit was when Mr Clark got told off for standing on the stage! It
could be improved by less singing and a bigger stage. I would give it 3/5 stars.”
Ryan Brahimi said: “There were some funny bits, some serious bits and some scary bits. Out of
all of them, the best bit was when Scrooge thought the ghosts were hallucinations – he thought
he had eaten bad potatoes. It could improve by being longer because I loved it! I would give it
10/10 stars!”
Oh, and thanks Mrs Austin for the blurry photos! 
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Lexia
This term in English, we trialled a computer programme which helps
to develop pupils’ literacy skills. Lexia enables students of all ages and
abilities to master essential reading skills and is tailored to each pupil’s
individual needs. Our pupils in KS2 and 3 really enjoyed it and have
made so much progress that we have decided to go ahead with it!
There are 2 programmes, Lexia Core 5 and Lexia Strategies. When
pupils log on for the first time, the computer assesses their skills and
weaknesses and places them on a suitable level. They then complete
tasks which help their particular needs so that they progress up
levels. At the end of the level the then get a skills builder task and a
certificate. They can also log on at home!
One pupil in year 7, Drew Lomax, said “I like Lexia because it is good
and I like that it has loads of levels. It is really colourful and it helps
me to get better.” Kelsey Lockwood says “It is really fun! Because it
helps me learn words.”
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Anti-Bullying Week
This year, Secondary took part in Anti-bullying week. We had an
“Odd-Socks competition” which is a Nation-Wide movement designed
be a fun opportunity for children to express themselves and appreciate
individuality and uniqueness! The competition helps pupils by allowing
them a day to express their individuality and avoid pressure to wear
the latest fashion or for parents to buy expensive costumes. All they
had to do to take part is wear odd socks to school, it couldn’t be
simpler! We did not ask the children to pay to participate as the
most important thing is the message of Odd Socks Day.
While we saw a lot of brilliantly whacky odd sock combinations,
including from our very own Mr Lomax and Mr Norbury, Ryan Brahimi
in year 7 went above and beyond by attaching loads of fun and very
odd socks to his legs, and he ended up looking simply very unique
indeed.
Brilliant effort Ryan !!!
Also, S1 had a fantastic cross-curricular lesson with Miss Sherr and
Mr Norbury to explore issues around bullying in school. They worked
in groups to research, plan and create a short stop-motion animation
film using Lego pieces! They were responsible for writing, set and
prop design, directing and camera handling. They had a really
fantastic opportunity to work creatively in groups and all of the
pupils demonstrated a real ability to work cooperatively with each
other and help each other when needed. Hopefully, they learnt a lot
about the horrific effects of bullying in schools, too. All in all, it was a
fantastic afternoon and S1 worked really well together.

Well done S1!

Reddish Hall School Newsletter – December2017 | 13

NEWS

Secondary news

Work experience
for S4
Several of our senior students have spent two very
successful weeks on work experience. The purpose of
work experience is to provide an opportunity for our
students to undertake unpaid work in the community.
They gain practical experience, develop workplace
skills and increase in their self-confidence.
Hamza, James, Liam, Luke and Emma received
glowing reports from their employers, with 100%
attendance from all of them. Staff at Reddish Hall
School are very proud of them!
Animal care was the most popular line of work
chosen, along with mechanics and child care.

Thank you to:
Beseeka Boarding Kennels, Flixton.
National Tyres and Autocare,
Wythenshawe.
Blossoms Kennels, Woodford.
Reddish Vale School Farm, Reddish.
Tameside Animal Shelter, Hyde.
Reddish Hall Primary School, Reddish.

Your support of our students
is appreciated.
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Duke of
Edinburgh Award
We’ve had a busy half term delivering our Duke of
Edinburgh programme of study. We started this half
term assessing the student’s prior knowledge of map
reading using Ordnance survey maps. Students have
developed their awareness of map symbols, obstacles
and gradients, scale and distance, four and six figure
grid references. Students have also learnt about
outdoor first aid including CPR.

PE
Reddish Hall School competed in their second
Manchester City in the Community tournament at
the Etihad Campus this term. After their first outing,
going unbeaten and scoring on average more than 2
goals a game, it was clear to see that RHS were the
team to beat. Complimentary to the schools abilities,
other schools within the tournament adopted tactics
to supress the schools attacking abilities which the
students recognised as a challenge to be achieved.
Winning 3 games, drawing 2 and losing the one game,
RHS maintained their status as the inform team in the
tournament with the stand out performances coming
from Drew Lomax and Vinny Napolitano. The school will
need to continue with their high levels of performances
and with a predicted 3 tournaments to come the signs
continue to look promising for our students.
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Christmas Time
Several of our students have a diagnosis of an autistic spectrum
condition. For them, Christmas can be a difficult time of year due to
the changes to routine, the lights and music that might overwhelm
the senses and the general hustle and bustle of the season. The
National Autistic Society in conjuction with Your Autism Magazine
have put together some tips that could help children and people
who are autistic – and their families! – with the festive period.

The original article can be found here: www.autism.org.uk/christmas
Christmas can be an exciting and fun time, but an autistic person may be confused or distressed
by all the new activity.
With the help of readers of Your Autism Magazine, we have compiled a list of tips that may help
you through the festive period.

Preparing
An autistic person can find any kind of change difficult. You could:
• use a calendar or visual timetable to prepare for Christmas, for specific events, to highlight
school days and home days, or the night when Nana is coming to sleep
• talk about Christmas time and what this means for your family
• make a booklet about Christmas with pictures of Christmas trees, decorations and Christmas
food. Consider that, if your family member takes things very literally, they may become
anxious if your Christmas does not appear exactly as the pictures
• liaise with school or college so that the same strategies and visual supports are used as at
home, and so that Christmas preparation is started at the same time
• prepare the person for specific events, eg by showing them a photo of a man dressed as
Father Christmas
• encourage younger autistic children to share their concerns about Christmas by using worry toy
or try to help them by using a relaxation book.
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Schedules
Many autistic people have a strong need for routine. You could:
• keep the daily schedule the same as far as possible, including on Christmas Day
• incorporate a Christmas activity that they enjoy into their daily schedule, eg opening the
advent calendar, or switching on the tree lights
• give them some Christmas-free time on their daily schedule - this could help you to observe
anxiety levels and make any adaptations for the rest of the day
• give them quiet time with a favourite activity in a Christmas-free zone at key moments that
may be stressful, such as when other people are opening their presents.

Decorations
Many autistic people will have differing sensory needs, returning home to find
a tree with flashing lights could be a bit of a shock. You could:
• involve the person in changes to the house, eg take them shopping for decorations, let them
handle decorations, let them see decorations being hung up, or let them help putting them up
• consider decorating gradually, eg you could put the Christmas tree in position, decorate it the
next day, then put up other decorations even later
• keep things that might overload them away from communal areas, eg flashing Christmas lights
could go in bedrooms rather than the living room.

Presents
Having a large number of presents could be overwhelming. You could:
• set a limit on the number of presents, eg one from mum and dad and one from grandparents
- other family members could perhaps give money
• introduce presents one by one, instead of all at once
• put out a present next to a favourite item (eg a new toy next to a favourite toy)
• leave their presents unwrapped unless they like the sensation of unwrapping.

Getting support
• Get support from friends and family, eg a grandparent could watch your child doing a favourite
activity while you help your other children to decorate.
• Get ideas from other families, and share your tips with them, in our Community.
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Children in Need
S1 and Iris from primary took part in
throwing a coffee morning to raise money
for Children in Need. They worked really
hard in the kitchen baking and decorating
cakes and serving tem to parents and carers.
The children entertained the visitors and
ensured they had a drink and some cake.
They also had the chance to take some
pictures of the day!
Bobbi, Kieran, Luke F and George completed a
sponsored silence and did a fantastic job at
collecting sponsors. This was very challenging as
we know how much they love to talk!!!

We raised a grand total of £159.95

Well done Reddish Hall School!!!
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We would like to wish all our students, parents, carers and professionals we work with a
wonderful Christmas break and a happy New Year. We look forward to seeing all our
students return to school on Monday January 8th.
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How to get in touch
If you are interested in visiting Reddish Hall School, or finding out more about the support we provide,
please call 0161 442 1197 or e-mail admin@reddishhallschool.co.uk

MAKING A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY

