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Primary news

What’s been going on
in the primary classes?
Art
In their Art lessons at the start of this term Primary
used their artistic skills to help create items to
brighten the walls of our wonderful new school, they
painted self-portraits, created fish mobiles and
designed colourful underpants inspired by one of
their favourite stories!
Primary 1 have been looking at Recycling and
recycled old CD’s to create intricate Mandala
patterns, that catch the sunlight and form amazing
shadows and rainbows.

Primary 2 have investigated African tribal patterns,
using these as a base to create their own patterns.
These were then incorporated with the form of an
indigenous animal and the final drawing was used to
create a printing plate. The students have printed on
a variety of materials to create some wonderful
images.

Primary 3 have designed a soft toy frog, inspired by
the frogs of the Amazon Rainforest. They have hand
sewn decorative details on to their frogs and after
the half term break the students will sew their frogs
together on the sewing machines. Hopefully they,
and the frogs, will survive!
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Mathematics
Well done on completing the first half term Reddish Hall!
Students have been working on getting their brains working again after the holidays. Focusing on
enhancing our basic numeracy, functional skills and problem solving.

Don’t forget you can access games and revision via MyMaths outside of school.
Go to: https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
Login: reddish1 Password: compass142

Autumn Riddle: How many squares are in the picture?
Tell Miss Duffy what you think the answer is for an extra maths star!
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Primary one class
Cooking
Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed making spider
cookies with Miss Crimmins. They had lots of fun
and hopefully shared some with our parents and
carers! They also learned lots of interesting
spider facts too.

French
In French our topic has been food. The students
have tasted a variety of French foods and have been
able to say (in French) which they liked or didn’t like.
They then created a Menu and worked with a
partner in a role play. Taking it in turns to be the
waiter and customer and ordering a main meal,
dessert and drink in French, and the waiter bringing
the correct items to the customer. They all did
brilliantly with their acting and as waiters all brought
the correct items to the table, despite people trying
to trick them with multiple orders! For their final
lesson on this topic, the students were treated to
crepes. They requested them in French, and also
managed ‘please’ and ‘thank you’.
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Science
This half term we have been learning about Electricity. The children had the opportunity to create
circuits using wires, buzzers, motors and bulbs.
In Topic, our Primary One class have been looking at the environment and how we can make changes
and recycle. We looked around our school to see how much litter was left around and how we could
resolve the issue.
We also had the opportunity to visit the Manchester Recycling Centre in Sharston. The children
learned a lot about which materials can be recycled and how different objects that are taken to the
recycling centre are separated in the various machines.
We also looked at the different recycling bins we use at home and learned what we can put in them.
Our children wrote poems about recycling. Below are examples from our Primary One pupils:

I have 4 bins, blue, black,
brown and green
I recycle to keep the place clean
I live in Tameside and my four bins
are blue, black, brown and green
Now I live in Bolton and my
four bins are maroon, cream,
green and grey.
By Oliver

I care about the world
I found some bins,
In the bins I put in some tins,
I use my bins blue, black,
brown and green
I recycle to keep the world clean.
The more we recycle
puts a smile on my face,
To keep the world
a better place
By Shae
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Diwali Celebrations
October brought Diwali to Primary One. As
Miss Mistry celebrates Diwali we celebrated the
Festival of Light in style, with music, lights, dancing,
making lanterns and posters along with trying lots
of different Indian food.

Primary two class
Jewish New year
Primary 2 have been learning about Jewish New
year Rosh Hashana. The children have produced
some lovely work about the objects that they
have learnt about. We dipped the apple in the
honey and tried some honey cookies!
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This term we have worked hard to raise
awareness and funds for the World Wildlife
Fund. We celebrated this day by coming to
school dressed as animals, learning more about
endangered animals and by experiencing a day
full of animals. In the morning we were visited by Andrew
who showed us sandfish, hedgehogs, millipedes, free frogs
and more. Then in the afternoon we took a trip to Reddish
Vale farm to meet some alpacas, goats and a bearded dragon.
Funds raised will go towards food, vet bills, training for sniffer
dogs to track down tiger poachers, training for farmers,
research on climate change, to help monitor endangered
animals and for equipment such as binoculars to keep track
of animals at a safe distance.
Don’t our pupils look fantastic!
Thank you for all your donations and well done to everyone
who took part.
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This term in the
secondary classes…
English
This term in English, S1 have been writing our very own Fantasy Fiction stories. We have learned
about the motifs and themes of Fantasy Fiction and we have be developing our writing skills, too.
We have learned about using interesting vocabulary, using the senses to describe a setting and
using adjectives and similes to describe a character.
One of our class stories begins like this…
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By Ryan Brahimi.

Another one goes like this…
“At the planning base, Eima had a tho
ught.
‘Why do we not use the dragon to
get on
the castle’s roof to kill the king?’
‘Not a bad idea!” said King Jeff. ‘We
will
smash the glass roof if that isn’t the
re any
more we will have to bungee jump
down to
the basement to get our princess bac
k’.
After that Eima, had to go home to
eat and
sleep and wake u again in the mornin
g...”
By Jack Mullen.

Meanwhile, S2 have been learning how to write persuasive letters. They have been practising
convincing our Head Teacher to get rid of school uniforms and writing persuasive speeches about
whether cats or dogs are better. S3 and S4 have been studying Non-Fiction writing and
considering how writers use language to present a point of view. We explored the topics of War
and Adventure (Chris Kyle’s Autobiography ‘American Sniper’), Football Fans and Hooliganism and
finally at different opinions about the use of Mobile Phones in schools. We also practised writing to
present our own viewpoint in relation to Chris Kyle’s experiences as a SEAL Sniper.
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Food Technology
This term in Food Technology we have been practising various
skills and increasing our confidence using a variety of kitchen
equipment.
For their final lesson of the term Secondary 1 consolidated
their knowledge of ‘the rubbing in method’ by making scones.
They then sat down to a cream tea and hot chocolate as a
reward for all their hard work.
Secondary 2 and 3 have produced a variety of sweet and savoury dishes, always taking care to
present their finished product beautifully. They were given the opportunity to choose what they
wanted to make, one group opted for pepperoni pizza the other for chocolate pizza!

Design Technology
It been an exciting time in Technology as we have recently purchased additional equipment in order
to ensure that we are offering pupils current opportunities. Year 7 are currently working on a
structures project that involves them researching, designing and creating a bridge that will later be
strength tested. Year 8 and 9 are developing their skills, knowledge and understanding of E-Textiles
and later in the term they will learn how to use the new sewing machines to create an e-product.
E-Textiles is the use of electronics components embedded into a textiles product. Students will
create a simple circuit consisting of a battery holder, LED’s and a button. The circuit will be created
using E-thread!
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Computer Science
Students have been very busy in their Computer Science lessons this half term. Year 7 have
competed their first unit which involved them learning about efficient file and folder management
and have moved to their second topic; E-Safety. Year 8 and 9 are currently developing their skills,
knowledge and understanding of HTML. The unit scenario involves students designing a five page
website for a small independent sports supplier. Students started the unit by dissecting the brief,
then developing an understanding of what they should create in order to meet the need of both
the target audience and purpose. Currently students are analysing existing websites in order to gain
a better understanding of the components included on professional websites. Year 10 and 11 have
been deepening their skills, knowledge and understanding of using some of the less familiar tools
within Microsoft PowerPoint and have produced a user guide on how to complete a range of tasks.

Duke of Edinburgh – Bronze Award
September saw the start of the delivery of The Duke of Edinburgh award. We have devised a
programme of study to enable us to deliver D of E during weekly lessons and aim to equip students
will skills, knowledge and understanding in a variety of key areas that will lead to them been able to
complete a number of expeditions during the summer term. This term pupils are learning seven
skills all of which come under the umbrella of Route finding. The skills include; Symbols, Obstacles
and Gradients, Grid references, Scale & Distance, Compass work and the Country Code. We are
currently in the process of registering pupils on e-D of E; a system that provides each student with
their own unique login and allows them to track their course progress.
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Key stage three
We Looked at the stages of the human life cycle: infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and
ageing; the key features and names of male and female reproductive organs; the key functions of
the reproductive organs; the features of the gametes and how
they relate to function; how the egg is fertilised; the physical
changes that adolescents go through during puberty;
why adolescents go through puberty; why females
go through the menstrual cycle; the process of
menstruation and the stages of development
of a human foetus during the gestation period

Year seven
We have started looking at food chains and
food webs and looking at how animals interact
with each other in the environment. We
constructed large A3 sized Woodland food
webs with animals and plants species which
were local to the area nearby the school and
did an analysis of what factors could influence
the relationships within the food web. We then
looked at ecosystems and our understanding
of populations and habitats.

Key stage Four
We have started our physics unit looking at forces, energy
and the structure of matter. We investigated how energy
is stored when a system of changes; the theory of the
conservation of energy; energy resources on earth; the
differences between renewable and non-renewable
energy and different types of forces.
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History
The History curriculum this year has aimed to develop on the pre-existing knowledge of the
students whilst introducing new concepts of empathy through the ages and October’s Black
History Month.
Empathy as a skill is an essential tool for understanding our History, how can we use photos, stories
and events of the past to relive the experiences of those parties involved? This key concept formed
the initial curriculum for the year exploring a variety of moments in History, key historical figures
and a comparison of the world today to develop the understanding of the Reddish Hall School
students.
This foundation of knowledge
supported the students during the
annual Black History Month, which
analysed the sensitive nature of
achievement and inspiration
through racism to form the
revolutions of our history.
The work from the students as
been outstanding from its
originality, to its creativity through
the use of critical thinking. Moving
forward, the students will be able
to use these skills to further their
understanding.
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Physical Education
Reddish Hall School (RHS) joined with Manchester City in the Community to enter their maiden
Football competition. The event, held at the Etihad Campus alongside the City of Manchester
Stadium, provided the perfect setting for the students to showcase their skills with the state of the
art facilities for all to enjoy.
The competition brought special education needs schools from across the region to celebrate the
importance of participation and teamwork in a 7 a side competition. Of the two available
competitions on the day, the school were entered into the Sergio Aguero group for the higher
ability students.
In total RHS played a total of six games, winning 5 and drawing one game whilst scoring an
impressive 15 goals with only 2 goals conceded which highlights the dominance of RHS on the day.
The highpoint of the day saw RHS beat the previous year’s competition winners 5-1 in the final
game with goals from Vinny Napolitano, Sam Firth & Luke Fletcher. Special mentions go to the rest
of the team including Drew Lomax, Brandon Holdsworth, Ayman Ali & Liam Hall for their
contribution to the team. The members of staff would like to add a special congratulations to Hamza
Miah who was voted the player of the tournament for his outstanding performance from the heart
of the defence.
The day proved to be a big success for all members of staff and the students who took part with
additional recognition coming from the participation schools on the conduct and manners
demonstrated by the RHS students both in the way they played the game and their respect for
their opponents.

With more competitions planned for this academic year RHS looks to have a
promising year ahead.
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Primary Building Officially Opened
Our primary building was officially opened on September 28th by our local MP Andrew
Gywnne. The building has been completely renovated after sitting empty for several years and
now has a new lease of life. It contains four classrooms and a large library/computer area for
the children to use. It’s very similar in layout to the first building, which is now solely for
secondary use and the primary children have settled in really well.
The old prefabricated buildings were demolished, making way for a horticultural area, including
raised beds and a poly tunnel that be used by pupils throughout the school.
What was the primary one classroom is now our secondary science room and we are looking
forward to this being transformed into a science lab very soon!

Childhoods in a Digital World
Barnardo’s have recently published a report
looking at how childhoods have changed due
to the growth in technology. It took 50 years
for the telephone to be take up widely, but only
ten years for a smartphone to do the same.
Snapchat, Instagram and Whatsapp are
regarded by young people as spaces in their
lives the way previous generations might have
perceived dance classes or youth club.
2,300 young people aged 13-15 and adults
aged 18 and over were surveyed by YouGov to
look at how trends have changed.

Young people…

Then

Now

Who play outdoors

83%

48%

Who get enough sleep

66%

50%

Who read books

79%

54%

Who send postcards

55%

11%

Favourite toys

Bicycles, dolls
and
record players

Smartphones,
iPads
and Xboxes

If you would like to see the report in full it can be found online alternatively, let school
know and we will send one to you.

Term dates
We have two inset days this term, Friday 24th November and Monday 27th November.
Term finishes at 1pm on Thursday 21st December.

How to get in touch
If you are interested in visiting Reddish Hall School, or finding out more about the support we provide,
please call 0161 442 1197 or e-mail admin@reddishhallschool.co.uk

MAKING A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY

